
 Sec. 19a-77. (Formerly Sec. 19-43b). "Child day care services" defined. Additional license. (a) As used in 
sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, and sections 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive, "child day care services" shall 
include: 
 
      (1) A "child day care center" which offers or provides a program of supplementary care to more than twelve 
related or unrelated children outside their own homes on a regular basis; 
 
      (2) A "group day care home" which offers or provides a program of supplementary care (A) to not less than 
seven or more than twelve related or unrelated children on a regular basis, or (B) that meets the definition of a family 
day care home except that it operates in a facility other than a private family home; 
 
      (3) A "family day care home" which consists of a private family home caring for not more than six children, 
including the provider's own children not in school full time, where the children are cared for not less than three or 
more than twelve hours during a twenty-four-hour period and where care is given on a regularly recurring basis 
except that care may be provided in excess of twelve hours but not more than seventy-two consecutive hours to 
accommodate a need for extended care or intermittent short-term overnight care. During the regular school year, a 
maximum of three additional children who are in school full time, including the provider's own children, shall be 
permitted, except that if the provider has more than three children who are in school full time, all of the provider's 
children shall be permitted; 
 
      (4) "Night care" means the care provided for one or more hours between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.; 
 
      (5) "Year-round" program means a program open at least fifty weeks per year. 
 
      (b) For licensing requirement purposes, child day care services shall not include such services which are: 
 
      (1) (A) Administered by a public school system, or (B) administered by a municipal agency or department and 
located in a public school building; 
 
      (2) Administered by a private school which is in compliance with section 10-188 and is approved by the State 
Board of Education or is accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education; 
 
      (3) Classes in music, dance, drama and art that are no longer than two hours in length; classes that teach a single 
skill that are no longer than two hours in length; library programs that are no longer than two hours in length; 
scouting; programs that offer exclusively sports activities; rehearsals; academic tutoring programs; or programs 
exclusively for children thirteen years of age or older; 
 
      (4) Informal arrangements among neighbors or relatives in their own homes, provided the relative is limited to 
any of the following degrees of kinship by blood or marriage to the child being cared for or to the child's parent: 
Child, grandchild, sibling, niece, nephew, aunt, uncle or child of one's aunt or uncle; 
 
      (5) Drop-in supplementary child care operations for educational or recreational purposes and the child receives 
such care infrequently where the parents are on the premises; 
 
      (6) Drop-in supplementary child care operations in retail establishments where the parents are on the premises for 
retail shopping, in accordance with section 19a-77a, provided that the drop-in supplementary child-care operation 
does not charge a fee and does not refer to itself as a child day care center; 
 
      (7) Drop-in programs administered by a nationally chartered boys' and girls' club; or 
 
      (8) Religious educational activities administered by a religious institution exclusively for children whose parents 
or legal guardians are members of such religious institution. 
 
      (c) No registrant or licensee of any child day care services as defined in subsection (a) of this section shall be 
issued an additional registration or license to provide any such services at the same facility. 
 



      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 1; 1971, P.A. 276, S. 1; P.A. 77-157, S. 1, 11; P.A. 82-35, S. 1, 2; P.A. 83-56; P.A. 85-613, 
S. 39, 154; P.A. 86-417, S. 10, 15; P.A. 87-131; P.A. 90-298, S. 1; P.A. 93-20, S. 1; 93-175; P.A. 95-360, S. 21, 30, 
32; P.A. 97-259, S. 32, 41; P.A. 98-71, S. 1, 3; 98-252, S. 56; P.A. 00-135, S. 2, 21; P.A. 03-252, S. 22; June 30 Sp. 
Sess. P.A. 03-3, S. 29; P.A. 05-272, S. 40; P.A. 07-129, S. 1; 07-252, S. 87; P.A. 08-184, S. 25.) 
 
      History: 1971 act excluded from consideration as child day care center, facilities which are an integral part of a 
public or private school in compliance with Sec. 10-188, previously exclusion was for facilities forming an integral 
part of "the school system"; P.A. 77-157 redefined "child day care center" to remove reference to excluded facilities 
and to require enrollment of "more than twelve" children rather than of "five or more", defined "group day care 
home" and "family day care home" in new Subsecs. (b) and (c) and grouped all definitions as "child day care 
services" and added Subsec. (d) re services not considered child day care services; P.A. 82-35 amended Subsec. (a) 
to include "related" children in the description of a child day care center, amended Subsec. (b) to change the number 
of children cared for in a group day care home from not less than five to not less than seven, amended Subsec. (c) to 
allow "six children including the provider's own children not in school full time" to be cared for in a family day care 
home where previously the limit had been "four children not related to the provider", and added Subdiv. (4) on drop 
in supplementary child care operations to Subsec. (d); Sec. 19-43b transferred to Sec. 19a-77 in 1983; P.A. 83-56 
added Subsec. (e) prohibiting the issuance of an additional license to provide services at the same facility; P.A. 85-
613 made technical changes; P.A. 86-417 added references to registration in Subsecs. (d) and (e); P.A. 87-131 
reordered the subsections, combining Subsecs. (a), (b) and (c) as Subsec. (a) and relettering Subsecs. (d) and (e) 
accordingly and added language in Subsec. (a) on the maximum number of children in school full time allowed 
during the school year; P.A. 90-298 excluded library programs from registration and licensing requirements in 
Subsec. (b); P.A. 93-20 amended definition of "family day care home" in Subsec. (a) to allow extended care or 
intermittent short-term overnight care; P.A. 93-175 amended Subsec. (b) by removing reference to private schools in 
Subdiv. (1) and inserting as new Subdiv. (2) a provision requiring private schools to be approved or accredited to 
remain exempt from licensing and registration requirements and renumbered remaining Subdivs. accordingly; P.A. 
95-360 substituted Sec. 19a-82 for Sec. 19a-81 in Subsec. (a), effective July 13, 1995, and amended Subsec. (b) by 
providing the definition of "relative" for purposes of Subdiv. (4); P.A. 97-259 added definitions of "night care" and 
"year-round" in Subsec. (a), effective July 1, 1997; P.A. 98-71 amended Subsec. (b) by adding Subdiv. (6) re retail 
establishments and made technical changes by moving definition of "relative" to Subdiv. (4), effective May 19, 
1998; P.A. 98-252 amended Subsec. (b) to add creative art studios in Subdiv. (3); P.A. 00-135 amended Subsec. (b)
(1) by designating existing provisions as Subpara. (A) and adding Subpara. (B) re services administered by a 
municipal agency or department and located in a public school building, effective May 26, 2000; P.A. 03-252 
amended Subsec. (b) by adding Subdiv. (7) re activities administered by religious institution, effective July 9, 2003; 
June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-3 amended Subsec. (b) by deleting reference to "registration" requirement purposes and 
deleting requirement in Subdiv. (1) that children be "students enrolled in that school", effective August 20, 2003; 
P.A. 05-272 amended Subsec. (b) by making technical changes and removing reference to "boys' and girls' clubs" in 
Subdiv. (3), adding new Subdiv. (7) to exempt drop-in programs administered by a nationally chartered boys' and 
girls' club from day care licensing requirements and redesignating existing Subdiv. (7) as Subdiv. (8), effective July 
13, 2005; P.A. 07-129 amended Subsec. (a)(2) by redefining "group day care home" to include programs of 
supplementary care that meet definition of a family day care home except that they operate in a facility other than a 
private family home, amended Subsec. (b)(3) by modifying list of services exempted from child day care licensing 
requirements and made technical changes; P.A. 07-252 amended Subsec. (b)(3) to delete 4-H from list of exempted 
activities and to revise exemption re sports activities; P.A. 08-184 made technical changes in Subsec. (a)(2) and (3). 
 
      Subsec. (a): 
 
      Subdiv. (3) cited. 237 C. 272. 
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      Sec. 19a-77a. Child day care services in retail stores. (a) Any retail establishment in this state may establish a 
drop-in supplementary child-care operation on the premises of such retail establishment in accordance with the 
following requirements: 
 



      (1) The hours of operation may only be between six o'clock a.m. and nine o'clock p.m. 
 
      (2) No child receiving care shall be less than three years or more than ten years of age. 
 
      (3) A child may not receive more than two hours of care per day. 
 
      (4) The operation may immediately notify appropriate law enforcement or state agencies if any child receiving 
care at such operation is not picked up by a parent or guardian after three hours. 
 
      (5) A parent or guardian shall be on the premises at the retail establishment at all times while the child is 
receiving care. 
 
      (6) The retail establishment shall provide a clean and safe area for the drop-in supplementary child-care 
operation. 
 
      (7) At all times the operation shall provide (A) at least one child-care staff person for every ten children, and (B) 
at least one child-care staff person who is twenty years of age or older who has experience in child care. 
 
      (8) The operation shall submit the names of all child-care staff to the Commissioner of Public Health, who shall 
request a check of such names from the state child abuse registry established pursuant to section 17a-101k. 
 
      (b) Any retail establishment that establishes a drop-in supplementary child-care operation under subsection (a) of 
this section shall provide the Commissioner of Public Health with written notice of the establishment of such 
operation. The commissioner may monitor and inspect any such operation and shall investigate any complaint 
received by the commissioner concerning any such operation. 
 
      (P.A. 98-71, S. 2, 3; P.A. 99-67; P.A. 01-175, S. 14, 32; P.A. 03-243, S. 10; P.A. 04-257, S. 36; P.A. 05-207, S. 
8.) 
 
      History: P.A. 98-71 effective May 19, 1998; P.A. 99-67 deleted provision terminating authority for child care in 
retail stores on October 1, 1999, and deleted obsolete reporting requirement; P.A. 01-175 made a technical change in 
Subsec. (a)(7) and deleted criminal records check requirement in Subsec. (a)(8), effective July 1, 2001; P.A. 03-243 
added "for perpetrator information" in Subsec. (a)(8); P.A. 04-257 made a technical change in Subsec. (a)(2), 
effective June 14, 2004; P.A. 05-207 amended Subsec. (a) to delete requirement that commissioner request check of 
state child abuse registry for perpetrator information. 
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      Sec. 19a-78. Transferred to Chapter 319rr, Sec. 17b-748. 
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      Sec. 19a-79. (Formerly Sec. 19-43d). Regulations. Exemptions. Variance. (a) The Commissioner of Public 
Health shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to carry out the purposes of sections 
19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, and 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive, and to assure that child day care centers and group day 
care homes shall meet the health, educational and social needs of children utilizing such child day care centers and 
group day care homes. Such regulations shall (1) specify that before being permitted to attend any child day care 
center or group day care home, each child shall be protected as age-appropriate by adequate immunization against 
diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, mumps, rubella, hemophilus influenzae type B and any other 
vaccine required by the schedule of active immunization adopted pursuant to section 19a-7f, including appropriate 
exemptions for children for whom such immunization is medically contraindicated and for children whose parents 



object to such immunization on religious grounds, (2) specify conditions under which child day care center directors 
and teachers and group day care home providers may administer tests to monitor glucose levels in a child with 
diagnosed diabetes mellitus, and administer medicinal preparations, including controlled drugs specified in the 
regulations by the commissioner, to a child receiving child day care services at such child day care center or group 
day care home pursuant to the written order of a physician licensed to practice medicine or a dentist licensed to 
practice dental medicine in this or another state, or an advanced practice registered nurse licensed to prescribe in 
accordance with section 20-94a, or a physician assistant licensed to prescribe in accordance with section 20-12d, and 
the written authorization of a parent or guardian of such child, (3) specify that an operator of a child day care center 
or group day care home, licensed before January 1, 1986, or an operator who receives a license after January 1, 1986, 
for a facility licensed prior to January 1, 1986, shall provide a minimum of thirty square feet per child of total indoor 
usable space, free of furniture except that needed for the children's purposes, exclusive of toilet rooms, bathrooms, 
coatrooms, kitchens, halls, isolation room or other rooms used for purposes other than the activities of the children, 
(4) specify that a child day care center or group day care home licensed after January 1, 1986, shall provide thirty-
five square feet per child of total indoor usable space, (5) establish appropriate child day care center staffing 
requirements for employees certified in cardiopulmonary resuscitation by the American Red Cross, the American 
Heart Association, the National Safety Council, American Safety and Health Institute or Medic First Aid 
International, Inc., (6) specify that on and after January 1, 2003, a child day care center or group day care home (A) 
shall not deny services to a child on the basis of a child's known or suspected allergy or because a child has a 
prescription for an automatic prefilled cartridge injector or similar automatic injectable equipment used to treat an 
allergic reaction, or for injectable equipment used to administer glucagon, (B) shall, not later than three weeks after 
such child's enrollment in such a center or home, have staff trained in the use of such equipment on-site during all 
hours when such a child is on-site, (C) shall require such child's parent or guardian to provide the injector or 
injectable equipment and a copy of the prescription for such medication and injector or injectable equipment upon 
enrollment of such child, and (D) shall require a parent or guardian enrolling such a child to replace such medication 
and equipment prior to its expiration date, and (7) specify that on and after January 1, 2005, a child day care center 
or group day care home (A) shall not deny services to a child on the basis of a child's diagnosis of asthma or because 
a child has a prescription for an inhalant medication to treat asthma, and (B) shall, not later than three weeks after 
such child's enrollment in such a center or home, have staff trained in the administration of such medication on-site 
during all hours when such a child is on-site. 
 
      (b) The Commissioner of Public Health may adopt regulations, pursuant to chapter 54, to establish civil penalties 
of not more than one hundred dollars per day for each day of violation and other disciplinary remedies that may be 
imposed, following a contested-case hearing, upon the holder of a license issued under section 19a-80 to operate a 
child day care center or group day care home or upon the holder of a license issued under section 19a-87b to operate 
a family day care home. 
 
      (c) The Commissioner of Public Health shall exempt Montessori schools accredited by the American Montessori 
Society or the Association Montessori Internationale from any provision in regulations adopted pursuant to 
subsection (a) of this section which sets requirements on group size or child to staff ratios or the provision of cots. 
 
      (d) Any child day care center or group day care home that operates in a public school building and serves 
exclusively school-age children may apply for a variance to the physical plant requirements adopted as regulations 
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section on a form and in the manner prescribed by the Commissioner of Public 
Health. The commissioner may not grant a variance under this subsection unless (1) the operator of a child day care 
center or group day care home provides documentation to the commissioner that the intent of the specific 
requirement or requirements affected by the variance will be satisfactorily achieved in a manner other than that 
prescribed by the regulations, and (2) the child day care center or group day care home and the Department of Public 
Health enter into a written agreement specifying the physical plant requirement or requirements affected by the 
variance, the duration of the variance and the terms under which the variance is granted. If a child day care center or 
group day care home fails to comply with the terms of such written agreement, the agreement and the variance shall 
be subject to immediate cancellation. Any operator of a child day care center or group day care home who is granted 
a variance under this section shall post such variance in close proximity to the operator's license and, at the time of 
enrollment of any child in the child day care center or group day care home, and annually thereafter, notify the 
child's parents or guardians of such variance. Such notification shall include the specific physical plant requirement 
or requirements for which the variance has been granted and an explanation of how the child day care center or 
group day care home will achieve the intent of the specific requirement or requirements affected by the variance in a 
manner that protects the health and safety of the children enrolled in the child day care center or group day care 



home. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 5; P.A. 75-527, S. 4, 5; P.A. 76-38, S. 2, 3; P.A. 77-157, S. 3, 11; P.A. 78-303, S. 60, 136; 
P.A. 85-59, S. 1, 2; 85-495, S. 2, 7; 85-613, S. 41, 154; P.A. 88-182, S. 2, 3; P.A. 90-97; P.A. 91-327, S. 4, 8; P.A. 
93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 94-38; 94-213, S. 2; May 25 Sp. Sess. P.A. 94-1, S. 129, 130; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; 95-
360, S. 16, 22, 32; P.A. 97-14, S. 1; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 01-4, S. 48, 58; P.A. 02-84, S. 1; P.A. 04-221, S. 24, 32; 
P.A. 07-252, S. 83.) 
 
      History: P.A. 75-527 required consultation with office of child day care; P.A. 76-38 changed placement of phrase 
re consultation with office of child day care; P.A. 77-157 included regulations re group day care homes; P.A. 78-303 
replaced public health council with commissioner of health services; Sec. 19-43d transferred to Sec. 19a-79 in 1983; 
P.A. 85-59 made the existing section Subsec. (a) and added Subsec. (b) re exemptions for certain Montessori 
schools; P.A. 85-495 removed a reference to the office of child day care as consulting authority re regulatory power; 
P.A. 85-613 made technical changes; P.A. 88-182 amended Subsec. (a) to delete provisions requiring consultation 
with the child day care council; P.A. 90-97 added language in Subsec. (a) on the administration of medication; P.A. 
91-327 directed the department to establish regulations to require immunization according to the schedule 
established by the department before attending a child day care center or group day care home; P.A. 93-381 replaced 
commissioner of health services with commissioner of public health and addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; 
P.A. 94-38 added Subsec. (a) (3) and (4) re minimum square footage requirements; P.A. 94-213 amended Subsec. (a) 
to add reference to prescriptions by advanced practice registered nurses and physicians assistants; May 25 Sp. Sess. 
94-1 amended Subsec. (a) to add the word "total" before indoor usable space; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner 
and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner and Department of Public Health, 
effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 substituted Sec. 19a-82 for Sec. 19a-81 in Subsec. (a) and inserted new Subsec. 
(b) re adoption of regulations on civil penalties and disciplinary remedies, relettering the former Subsec., effective 
July 13, 1995; P.A. 97-14 added provision re diabetes monitoring in Subsec. (a)(2); June Sp. Sess. P.A. 01-4 
amended Subsec. (a) by making technical changes and adding Subdiv. (5) re staffing requirements for employees 
certified in cardiopulmonary resuscitation; P.A. 02-84 added Subsec. (a)(6) providing for regulations prohibiting a 
child day care center or group day care home from denying services to a child based on the child's known or 
suspected allergy or because the child has a prescription for certain automatic injectable medication equipment, 
requiring the training of staff in the use of such equipment, and requiring the child's parent or guardian to provide the 
equipment and a copy of the prescription and to replace the medication or equipment prior to its expiration date; P.A. 
04-221 amended Subsec. (a)(5) by allowing certification by the National Safety Council, American Safety and 
Health Institute and Medic First Aid International, Inc., effective June 8, 2004, and amended Subsec. (a)(6) by 
adding provision re use of injectable equipment to administer glucagon in Subpara. (A) and making technical 
changes in Subpara. (B), and added Subsec. (a)(7) re services for children with asthma; P.A. 07-252 added Subsec. 
(d) establishing process for certain child day care centers and group day care homes to obtain a variance to physical 
plant requirements adopted as regulations pursuant to Subsec. (a), effective July 12, 2007. 
 
      See chapter 54 re uniform administrative procedure. 
 

(Return to 
Chapter Table of 

Contents)

(Return to 
List of 

Chapters)

(Return to 
List of 
Titles)

      Sec. 19a-79a. Pesticide applications at day care facilities. (a) As used in this section, "pesticide" means a 
fungicide used on plants, an insecticide, a herbicide or a rodenticide but does not mean a sanitizer, disinfectant, 
antimicrobial agent or a pesticide bait, and "lawn care pesticide" means a pesticide registered by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency and labeled pursuant to the federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act for 
use in lawn, garden and ornamental sites or areas. 
 
      (b) No application of pesticide may be made in any building or on the grounds of any child day care center, 
group day care home or family day care home, each as described in section 19a-77, during regular business hours 
except that an emergency application may be made to eliminate an immediate threat to human health if (1) it is 
necessary to make the application during regular business hours, and (2) such emergency application does not 
involve a restricted use pesticide, as defined in section 22a-47. No child enrolled at such center or home may enter an 
area where pesticides have been applied until it is safe to do so according to the provisions on the pesticide label. 



 
      (c) No person shall apply a lawn care pesticide on the grounds of any child day care center or group day care 
home, as described in section 19a-77, except that an emergency application may be made to eliminate an immediate 
threat to human health, including, but not limited to, the elimination of mosquitoes, ticks and stinging insects, 
provided such emergency application does not involve a restricted use pesticide, as defined in section 22a-47. 
 
      (P.A. 99-165, S. 5, 6; P. A. 05-252, S. 1.) 
 
      History: P.A. 99-165 effective July 1, 1999; P.A. 05-252 added new provisions as Subsec. (a) defining 
"pesticide" and "lawn care pesticide", designated existing language as Subsec. (b) and made technical changes 
therein, and added Subsec. (c) prohibiting the application of lawn care pesticides on the grounds of day care 
facilities. 
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      Sec. 19a-80. (Formerly Sec. 19-43e). License required for child day care centers and group day care 
homes. Fees. Criminal history records checks. Notification of changes in regulations. (a) No person, group of 
persons, association, organization, corporation, institution or agency, public or private, shall maintain a child day 
care center or group day care home without a license issued in accordance with sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, 
and 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive. Applications for such license shall be made to the Commissioner of Public Health 
on forms provided by the commissioner and shall contain the information required by regulations adopted under said 
sections. The forms shall contain a notice that false statements made therein are punishable in accordance with 
section 53a-157b. 
 
      (b) (1) Upon receipt of an application for a license, the Commissioner of Public Health shall issue such license if, 
upon inspection and investigation, said commissioner finds that the applicant, the facilities and the program meet the 
health, educational and social needs of children likely to attend the child day care center or group day care home and 
comply with requirements established by regulations adopted under sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, and 
sections 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive. Each license shall be for a term of two years, provided on and after October 1, 
2008, each license shall be for a term of four years, shall be transferable, may be renewed upon payment of the 
licensure fee and may be suspended or revoked after notice and an opportunity for a hearing as provided in section 
19a-84 for violation of the regulations adopted under sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, and sections 19a-82 to 
19a-87, inclusive. 
 
      (2) Prior to October 1, 2008, the Commissioner of Public Health shall collect from the licensee of a day care 
center a fee of two hundred dollars for each license issued or renewed for a term of two years. Prior to October 1, 
2008, said commissioner shall collect from the licensee of a group day care home a fee of one hundred dollars for 
each license issued or renewed for a term of two years. 
 
      (3) On and after October 1, 2008, the Commissioner of Public Health shall collect from the licensee of a day care 
center a fee of four hundred dollars for each license issued or renewed for a term of four years. On and after October 
1, 2008, said commissioner shall collect from the licensee of a group day care home a fee of two hundred dollars for 
each license issued or renewed for a term of four years. The Commissioner of Public Health shall require only one 
license for a child day care center operated in two or more buildings, provided the same licensee provides child day 
care services in each building and the buildings are joined together by a contiguous playground that is part of the 
licensed space. 
 
      (c) The Commissioner of Public Health, within available appropriations, shall require each prospective employee 
of a child day care center or group day care home in a position requiring the provision of care to a child to submit to 
state and national criminal history records checks. The criminal history records checks required pursuant to this 
subsection shall be conducted in accordance with section 29-17a. The commissioner shall also request a check of the 
state child abuse registry established pursuant to section 17a-101k. Pursuant to the interagency agreement provided 
for in section 10-16s, the Department of Social Services may agree to transfer funds appropriated for criminal history 
records checks to the Department of Public Health. The commissioner shall notify each licensee of the provisions of 



this subsection. 
 
      (d) The commissioner shall inform each licensee, by way of a plain language summary provided not later than 
sixty days after the regulation's effective date, of new or changed regulations adopted under sections 19a-77 to 19a-
80, inclusive, or sections 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive, with which a licensee must comply. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 2, 3; P.A. 77-157, S. 4, 11; 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 82-256, S. 2; P.A. 85-613, S. 42, 154; 
May Sp. Sess. P.A. 92-6, S. 7, 117; P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; 95-360, S. 9, 32; P.A. 97-259, 
S. 33, 41; P.A. 98-250, S. 14, 39; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 99-2, S. 69; P.A. 01-175, S. 15, 32; P.A. 03-243, S. 11; P.A. 05
-207, S. 9; P.A. 07-22, S. 1; 07-129, S. 2.) 
 
      History: P.A. 77-157 added references to group day care homes; P.A. 77-614 replaced commissioner of health 
with commissioner of health services, effective January 1, 1979; P.A. 82-256 required that application forms contain 
a notice that false statements are punishable in accordance with Sec. 53a-157 and increased the license fee for day 
care centers from $25 to $100 and the fee for group day care homes from $25 to $50; Sec. 19-43e transferred to Sec. 
19a-80 in 1983; P.A. 85-613 made technical changes; May Sp. Sess. P.A. 92-6 amended Subsec. (b) to raise fee for 
day care center two-year term license or renewal from $100 to $200, six-month license or renewal from $15 to $50, 
and for group day care home two-year term license or renewal from $50 to $100 and a six-month license or renewal 
from $15 to $30; P.A. 93-381 replaced commissioner of health services with commissioner of public health and 
addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and 
Addiction Services with Commissioner and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 
allowed license revocation or suspension after "an opportunity for" a hearing rather than requiring a hearing and 
substituted Sec. 19a-82 for Sec. 19a-81, effective July 13, 1995; P.A. 97-259 added Subsec. (c) re criminal records 
checks and state child abuse registry checks, effective July 1, 1997; P.A. 98-250 added new Subsec. (d) re plain 
language summary, effective July 1, 1998; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 99-2 amended Subsec. (c) by changing "criminal 
records check" and "criminal history records check" to "fingerprint criminal records check" and "fingerprint criminal 
history records check"; P.A. 01-175 amended Subsec. (c) by replacing language re fingerprint criminal records 
checks as a permissive request with language re mandatory state and national criminal history records checks 
pursuant to Sec. 29-17a, deleted language re fee and made technical changes, effective July 1, 2001; P.A. 03-243 
added "for perpetrator information" in Subsec. (c); P.A. 05-207 amended Subsec. (c) to delete requirement that 
commissioner check state child abuse registry for perpetrator information; P.A. 07-22 made technical changes in 
Subsecs. (a) and (b) and added provision in Subsec. (b) specifying licensing requirements for child day care centers 
operated by the same licensee in 2 or more buildings joined together by a contiguous playground, effective May 9, 
2007; P.A. 07-129 amended Subsec. (b) by adding Subdiv. designators (1) to (3), disallowing issuance of temporary 
licenses, extending license term from 2 to 4 years on and after October 1, 2008, increasing licensing fee from $200 to 
$400 on and after October 1, 2008, and making technical changes. 
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      Secs. 19a-80a to 19a-80d. Transferred to Chapter 368v, Secs. 19a-507a to 19a-507d, inclusive. 
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      Sec. 19a-80e. Parental participation in state-funded child day care centers and group day care homes. Each 
child day care center and group day care home, as defined in section 19a-77, that is funded by the state pursuant to 
section 8-210, 17b-737 or 17b-752 shall: (1) Provide for parents' participation in setting goals for and evaluating the 
progress of their children; (2) assist parents with their responsibility of educating their children; (3) assist parents in 
working with child day care programs, communicating with teachers and other child day care program personnel, 
and participating in decisions relating to the education of their children; (4) assist staff with their responsibility of 
working with the child's parents to promote parent-education partnerships; and (5) take other actions, when 
appropriate, to support the active involvement of parents with child day care programs, school personnel and with 



the transition to school-related organizations. 
 
      (P.A. 91-292, S. 4; P.A. 97-259, S. 34, 41; 97-295, S. 10, 25; P.A. 98-262, S. 14, 22.) 
 
      History: P.A. 97-259 expanded requirements by adding Subdivs. (2) to (5), inclusive, effective July 1, 1997; P.A. 
97-295 deleted reference to Secs. 17b-740 and 17b-741, effective July 8, 1997, and applicable to income years 
commencing on or after January 1, 1998; P.A. 98-262 revised effective date of P.A. 97-295, but without affecting 
this section. 
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      Sec. 19a-80f. Substantiated complaints of abuse or neglect at licensed facilities. Listing; disclosure. In 
accordance with section 17a-101j, the Commissioner of Children and Families shall notify the Commissioner of 
Public Health of all information concerning substantiated complaints, pursuant to subsection (b) of said section 17a-
101j, of incidents of abuse or neglect which have occurred at any licensed day care facility. If the Commissioner of 
Children and Families determines that there was abuse or neglect of a child, he shall notify the person about whom 
the claim was substantiated of the determination, in writing. Such notification shall include a description of the abuse 
or neglect and the reasons for substantiation. The Commissioner of Public Health shall compile a listing of the 
information and of complaints received and substantiated by the Department of Public Health concerning a licensed 
day care facility during the prior three-year period. The Commissioner of Public Health shall disclose information 
contained in the listing to any person who requests it, provided the information does not identify children, families, 
staff members or employees of any licensed facility or any person residing in the household of a person licensed 
under section 19a-87b. 
 
      (P.A. 97-259, S. 9, 41.) 
 
      History: P.A. 97-259 effective July 1, 1997. 
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      Sec. 19a-80g. Child day care center waiting list fees and deposits. Any child day care center, as described in 
section 19a-77, that collects a registration fee or deposit from any person for the placement of a child on a waiting 
list for such child day care center shall, upon written request by the person who has paid such registration fee or 
deposit, return the full amount of such fee or deposit at any time after such child remains on such waiting list and is 
not admitted to such child day care center after a period of six months from the date of such placement on such 
waiting list. 
 
      (P.A. 01-23.) 
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      Sec. 19a-81. (Formerly Sec. 19-43f). Hearing on denial of license. Section 19a-81 is repealed, effective July 
13, 1995. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 8; P.A. 77-157, S. 5, 11; 77-603, S. 45, 125; 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 85-613, S. 44, 154; 
P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-360, S. 31, 32.) 
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      Sec. 19a-82. (Formerly Sec. 19-43g). Consultative services of state and municipal departments. Inspections. 
Assistance to licensees. The Commissioner of Public Health shall utilize consultative services and assistance from 
the Departments of Education, Mental Health and Addiction Services and Social Services and from municipal 
building, fire and health departments. The commissioner shall make periodic inspections of licensed day care 
centers, group day care homes and family day care homes and shall provide technical assistance to licensees and 
applicants for licenses to assist them to attain and maintain the standards established in regulations adopted under 
sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive, and 19a-87b. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 6; P.A. 77-157, S. 6, 11; 77-614, S. 323, 521, 610; P.A. 85-613, S. 45, 154; P.A. 93-262, S. 1, 
87; 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257, S. 11, 12, 21, 58; 95-360, S. 23, 32; P.A. 02-26, S. 1.) 
 
      History: P.A. 77-157 replaced welfare department with department of social services in accordance with 
provisions of P.A. 75-420 and required inspection of group day care homes; P.A. 77-614 replaced commissioner of 
health with commissioner of health services and department of social services with department of human resources, 
effective January 1, 1979; Sec. 19-43g transferred to Sec. 19a-82 in 1983; P.A. 85-613 made technical change; P.A. 
93-262 authorized substitution of commissioner and department of social services for commissioner and department 
of human resources, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 93-381 replaced commissioner of health services with 
commissioner of public health and addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner 
and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner and Department of Public Health and 
replaced Commissioner and Department of Mental Health with Commissioner and Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 substituted Sec. 19a-82 for Sec. 19a-81, effective July 13, 
1995; P.A. 02-26 required the commissioner to make periodic inspection of family day care homes, and to provide 
technical assistance, rather than consultative services, to licensees and applicants, and added reference to Sec. 19a-
87b. 
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      Sec. 19a-83. (Formerly Sec. 19-43h). Reports of licensees. Each licensee under sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, 
inclusive, and 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive, shall file annually and each temporary licensee shall file semiannually 
with the Commissioner of Public Health a report containing such information concerning its operation, program and 
finances as may be required by regulations adopted under said sections. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 7; P.A. 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 85-613, S. 46, 154; P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257, S. 
12, 21, 58; 95-360, S. 24, 32.) 
 
      History: P.A. 77-614 replaced commissioner of health with commissioner of health services, effective January 1, 
1979; Sec. 19-43h transferred to Sec. 19a-83 in 1983; P.A. 85-613 made technical change; P.A. 93-381 replaced 
commissioner of health services with commissioner of public health and addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; 
P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner 
and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 substituted Sec. 19a-82 for Sec. 19a-81, 
effective July 13, 1995. 
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      Sec. 19a-84. (Formerly Sec. 19-43i). Suspension or revocation of license. Denial of initial license 
application. (a) When the Commissioner of Public Health has reason to believe any person licensed under sections 



19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, and sections 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive, has failed substantially to comply with the 
regulations adopted under said sections, the commissioner may notify the licensee in writing of the commissioner's 
intention to suspend or revoke the license or to impose a licensure action. Such notice shall be served by certified 
mail stating the particular reasons for the proposed action. The licensee may, if aggrieved by such intended action, 
make application for a hearing in writing over the licensee's signature to the commissioner. The licensee shall state in 
the application in plain language the reasons why the licensee claims to be aggrieved. The application shall be 
delivered to the commissioner within thirty days of the licensee's receipt of notification of the intended action. The 
commissioner shall thereupon hold a hearing within sixty days from receipt of such application and shall, at least ten 
days prior to the date of such hearing, mail a notice, giving the time and place of the hearing, to the licensee. The 
hearing may be conducted by the commissioner or by a hearing officer appointed by the commissioner in writing. 
The licensee and the commissioner or hearing officer may issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses. 
The licensee shall be entitled to be represented by counsel and a transcript of the hearing shall be made. If the 
hearing is conducted by a hearing officer, the hearing officer shall state the hearing officer's findings and make a 
recommendation to the commissioner on the issue of revocation or suspension or the intended licensure action. The 
commissioner, based upon the findings and recommendation of the hearing officer, or after a hearing conducted by 
the commissioner, shall render the commissioner's decision in writing suspending, revoking or continuing the license 
or regarding the intended licensure action. A copy of the decision shall be sent by certified mail to the licensee. The 
decision revoking or suspending the license or a decision imposing a licensure action shall become effective thirty 
days after it is mailed by registered or certified mail to the licensee. A licensee aggrieved by the decision of the 
commissioner may appeal as provided in section 19a-85. Any licensee whose license has been revoked pursuant to 
this subsection shall be ineligible to apply for a license for a period of one year from the effective date of revocation. 
 
      (b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the denial of an initial application for a license under sections 
19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, and 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive, provided the commissioner shall notify the applicant of 
any such denial and the reasons for such denial by mailing written notice to the applicant at the applicant's address 
shown on the license application. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 9; P.A. 77-157, S. 7, 11; 77-603, S. 46, 125; 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 85-613, S. 47, 154; 
P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; 95-360, S. 10, 25, 32; P.A. 00-135, S. 3, 21; P.A. 07-129, S. 3.) 
 
      History: P.A. 77-157 substituted "certified" for "registered" mail; P.A. 77-603 deleted references to superior 
court in appeals provisions; P.A. 77-614 replaced commissioner of health with commissioner of health services, 
effective January 1, 1979; Sec. 19-43i transferred to Sec. 19a-84 in 1983; P.A. 85-613 made technical changes; P.A. 
93-381 replaced commissioner of health services with commissioner of public health and addiction services, 
effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services 
with Commissioner and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 eliminated the requirement 
that the notice automatically set a date for a hearing, requiring instead that the aggrieved person request a hearing, 
established procedures for such a request, eliminated a stay of the decision when appealed, expanded reference to 
licenses to include license applicants and expanded reference to revocation or suspension to include "intended 
licensure denial or licensure action" and substituted reference to Sec. 19a-82 for reference to repealed Sec. 19a-81, 
effective July 13, 1995; P.A. 00-135 designated existing provisions as Subsec. (a), deleting language re license 
applicant and licensure denial and making technical changes therein, and added new Subsec. (b) re denial of initial 
license application, effective May 26, 2000; P.A. 07-129 amended Subsec. (a) by making a technical change and 
adding one-year ineligibility provision for any licensee whose license is revoked pursuant to subsection. 
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      Sec. 19a-85. (Formerly Sec. 19-43j). Appeal. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Commissioner of 
Public Health rendered under section 19a-82 or 19a-84 may appeal the decision of the commissioner in accordance 
with section 4-183, except venue for such appeal shall be in the judicial district of New Britain. Such appeal shall 
have precedence in the order of trial as provided in section 52-192. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 10; 1971, P.A. 870, S. 50; P.A. 76-436, S. 276, 681; P.A. 77-157, S. 8, 11; 77-603, S. 47, 
125; 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 78-280, S. 5, 127; P.A. 88-230, S. 1, 12; P.A. 90-98, S. 1, 2; P.A. 93-142, S. 4, 7, 8; 



93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-220, S. 4-6; 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; 95-360, S. 26, 32; P.A. 99-215, S. 24, 29.) 
 
      History: 1971 act replaced superior court with court of common pleas, effective September 1, 1971, except that 
courts with cases pending retain jurisdiction unless pending matters deemed transferable; P.A. 76-436 replaced court 
of common pleas with superior court, effective July 1, 1978; P.A. 77-157 substituted "certified" for "registered" mail; 
P.A. 77-603 replaced previous appeal provisions with statement that appeals be in accordance with Sec. 4-183, 
retained Hartford county as site of appeal and retained provision re precedence in order of trial; P.A. 77-614 replaced 
commissioner of health with commissioner of health services, effective January 1, 1979; P.A. 78-280 replaced 
Hartford county with judicial district of Hartford-New Britain; Sec. 19-43j transferred to Sec. 19a-85 in 1983; P.A. 
88-230 replaced "judicial district of Hartford-New Britain" with "judicial district of Hartford", effective September 1, 
1991; P.A. 90-98 changed the effective date of P.A. 88-230 from September 1, 1991, to September 1, 1993; P.A. 93-
142 changed the effective date of P.A. 88-230 from September 1, 1993, to September 1, 1996, effective June 14, 
1993; P.A. 93-381 replaced commissioner of health services with commissioner of public health and addiction 
services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-220 changed the effective date of P.A. 88-230 from September 1, 1996, to 
September 1, 1998, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and 
Addiction Services with Commissioner and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 
substituted Sec. 19a-82 for Sec. 19a-81, effective July 13, 1995; P.A. 99-215 replaced "judicial district of Hartford" 
with "judicial district of New Britain", effective June 29, 1999. 
 

(Return to 
Chapter Table of 

Contents)

(Return to 
List of 

Chapters)

(Return to 
List of 
Titles)

      Sec. 19a-86. (Formerly Sec. 19-43k). Injunction against illegal operation. The commissioner may request the 
Attorney General to bring an action in the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford to enjoin any person, 
group of persons, association, organization, corporation, institution, or agency, public or private, from maintaining a 
child day care center or group day care home without a license or operating a child day care center or group day care 
home in violation of regulations adopted under sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, and 19a-82 to 19a-87, inclusive. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 11; P.A. 77-157, S. 9, 11; P.A. 78-280, S. 2, 6, 127; P.A. 85-613, S. 48, 154; P.A. 88-230, S. 
1, 12; P.A. 90-98, S. 1, 2; P.A. 93-142, S. 4, 7, 8; P.A. 95-220, S. 4-6; 95-360, S. 27, 32.) 
 
      History: P.A. 77-157 included references to group day care homes; P.A. 78-280 replaced Hartford county with 
judicial district of Hartford-New Britain; Sec. 19-43k transferred to Sec. 19a-86 in 1983; P.A. 85-613 made technical 
changes; P.A. 88-230 replaced "judicial district of Hartford-New Britain" with "judicial district of Hartford", 
effective September 1, 1991; P.A. 90-98 changed the effective date of P.A. 88-230 from September 1, 1991, to 
September 1, 1993; P.A. 93-142 changed the effective date of P.A. 88-230 from September 1, 1993, to September 1, 
1996, effective June 14, 1993; P.A. 95-220 changed the effective date of P.A. 88-230 from September 1, 1996, to 
September 1, 1998, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 substituted Sec. 19a-82 for Sec. 19a-81, effective July 13, 
1995. 
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      Sec. 19a-87. (Formerly Sec. 19-43l). Penalty for operation without a license. Notice and hearing. (a) Any 
person or officer of an association, organization or corporation who shall establish, conduct, maintain or operate a 
day care center or group day care home without a current and valid license shall be subject to a civil penalty of not 
more than one hundred dollars a day for each day that such center or home is operated without a license. 
 
      (b) If the Commissioner of Public Health has reason to believe that a violation has occurred for which a civil 
penalty is authorized by subsection (a) of this section, he may send to such person or officer by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, or personally serve upon such person or officer, a notice which shall include: (1) A reference to the 
section or sections of the general statutes or regulations involved; (2) a short and plain statement of the matters 
asserted or charged; (3) a statement of the maximum civil penalty which may be imposed for such violation; and (4) 



a statement of the party's right to request a hearing, such request to be submitted in writing to the commissioner not 
later than thirty days after the notice is mailed or served. 
 
      (c) If such person or officer so requests, the commissioner shall hold a hearing on the violation asserted. The 
hearing shall be held in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. If such person or officer fails to request a 
hearing or fails to appear at the hearing or if, after the hearing, the commissioner finds that the person or officer has 
committed such violation, the commissioner may, in his discretion, order that a civil penalty be imposed that is not 
greater than the penalty stated in the notice. The commissioner shall send a copy of any order issued pursuant to this 
subsection by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person or officer named in such order. 
 
      (1967, P.A. 696, S. 12; P.A. 77-157, S. 10, 11; P.A. 82-256, S. 1; P.A. 85-613, S. 49, 154; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 
58; 95-360, S. 11, 28, 32.) 
 
      History: P.A. 77-157 included group day care homes; P.A. 82-256 applied the penalty to operation in violation of 
regulations and increased penalty from $100 for each offense to $100 a day for each day of operation without a 
license or in violation of the regulations; Sec. 19-43l transferred to Sec. 19a-87 in 1983; P.A. 85-613 made technical 
change; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with 
Commissioner and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360, Sec. 11 changed reference to 
being "fined" to "subject to a civil penalty", deleted reference to violation of specific statutes or regulations and 
added Subsecs. (b) and (c) re sending notice and a hearing and Sec. 28 substituted Sec. 19a-82 for Sec. 19a-81 in list 
of specific statutes deleted by Sec. 11, effective July 13, 1995. 
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      Sec. 19a-87a. Discretion in the issuance of licenses. Suspension. Revocation. Notification of criminal 
conviction. False statements: Class A misdemeanor. Reporting of violations. (a) The Commissioner of Public 
Health shall have the discretion to refuse to license under sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, and 19a-82 to 19a-87, 
inclusive, a person to conduct, operate or maintain a day care center or a group day care home, as defined in section 
19a-77, or to suspend or revoke the license or take any other action set forth in regulation that may be adopted 
pursuant to section 19a-79 if, the person who owns, conducts, maintains or operates such center or home or a person 
employed therein in a position connected with the provision of care to a child receiving child day care services, has 
been convicted in this state or any other state of a felony as defined in section 53a-25 involving the use, attempted 
use or threatened use of physical force against another person, of cruelty to persons under section 53-20, injury or 
risk of injury to or impairing morals of children under section 53-21, abandonment of children under the age of six 
years under section 53-23, or any felony where the victim of the felony is a child under eighteen years of age, or of a 
violation of section 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-70b, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b or 53a-73a, or has a criminal record in this 
state or any other state that the commissioner reasonably believes renders the person unsuitable to own, conduct, 
operate or maintain or be employed by a child day care center or group day care home. However, no refusal of a 
license shall be rendered except in accordance with the provisions of sections 46a-79 to 46a-81, inclusive. 
 
      (b) Any person who is licensed to conduct, operate or maintain a child day care center or group day care home 
shall notify the commissioner of any criminal conviction of the owner, conductor, operator or maintainer of the 
center or home or of any person employed therein in a position connected with the provision of care to a child 
receiving child day care services, immediately upon obtaining knowledge of the conviction. Failure to comply with 
the notification requirement may result in the suspension or revocation of the license or the imposition of any action 
set forth in regulation, and shall subject the licensed person to a civil penalty of not more than one hundred dollars 
per day for each day after the person obtained knowledge of the conviction. 
 
      (c) It shall be a class A misdemeanor for any person seeking employment in a position connected with the 
provision of care to a child receiving child day care services to make a false written statement regarding prior 
criminal convictions pursuant to a form bearing notice to the effect that such false statements are punishable, which 
statement he does not believe to be true and is intended to mislead the prospective employer. 
 
      (d) Any person having reasonable cause to believe that a child day care center or a group day care home is 



operating without a current and valid license or in violation of regulations adopted under section 19a-79 or in a 
manner which may pose a potential danger to the health, welfare and safety of a child receiving child day care 
services, may report such information to the Department of Public Health. The department shall investigate any 
report or complaint received pursuant to this subsection. The name of the person making the report or complaint 
shall not be disclosed unless (1) such person consents to such disclosure, (2) a judicial or administrative proceeding 
results therefrom or (3) a license action pursuant to subsection (a) of this section results therefrom. All records 
obtained by the department in connection with any such investigation shall not be subject to the provisions of section 
1-210 for a period of thirty days from the date of the petition or other event initiating such investigation, or until such 
time as the investigation is terminated pursuant to a withdrawal or other informal disposition or until a hearing is 
convened pursuant to chapter 54, whichever is earlier. A formal statement of charges issued by the department shall 
be subject to the provisions of section 1-210 from the time that it is served or mailed to the respondent. Records 
which are otherwise public records shall not be deemed confidential merely because they have been obtained in 
connection with an investigation under this section. 
 
      (P.A. 82-256, S. 3; P.A. 85-613, S. 50, 154; P.A. 89-206, S. 2; P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; 
95-360, S. 12, 29, 32; P.A. 97-259, S. 35, 41.) 
 
      History: P.A. 85-613 made technical change; P.A. 89-206 added a new Subsec. (d) re the reporting of child day 
care centers or group day care homes that are operating without a current and valid license or in violation of 
regulations or in a manner which may pose a potential danger to the health, welfare and safety of a child; P.A. 93-
381 replaced department and commissioner of health services with department and commissioner of public health 
and addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health 
and Addiction Services with Commissioner and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 
amended Subsec. (a) to replace reference to Sec. 19a-81 with "19a-82" and to allow any action set forth in regulation 
and Subsec. (d) re disclosure of investigation records, effective July 13, 1995; P.A. 97-259 amended Subsec. (a) to 
cover convictions in other states, to add a felony involving the use, attempted use or threatened use of physical force 
against another person, to add any felony where the victim of the felony is a child under 18 years of age and to make 
technical changes, effective July 1, 1997. 
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      Sec. 19a-87b. (Formerly Sec. 17-585(b)-(d)). License required for family day care homes. Criminal history 
records checks. Regulations. Fees. Notification of changes in regulations. (a) No person, group of persons, 
association, organization, corporation, institution or agency, public or private, shall maintain a family day care home, 
as defined in section 19a-77, without a license issued by the Commissioner of Public Health. Licensure forms shall 
be obtained from the Department of Public Health. Applications for licensure shall be made to the commissioner on 
forms provided by the department and shall contain the information required by regulations adopted under this 
section. The licensure and application forms shall contain a notice that false statements made therein are punishable 
in accordance with section 53a-157b. Applicants shall state, in writing, that they are in compliance with the 
regulations adopted by the commissioner pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. Before a family day care home 
license is granted, the department shall make an inquiry and investigation which shall include a visit and inspection 
of the premises for which the license is requested. Any inspection conducted by the department shall include an 
inspection for evident sources of lead poisoning. The department shall provide for a chemical analysis of any paint 
chips found on such premises. Neither the commissioner nor the commissioner's designee shall require an annual 
inspection for homes seeking license renewal or for licensed homes, except that the commissioner or the 
commissioner's designee shall make unannounced visits, during customary business hours, to at least thirty-three and 
one-third per cent of the licensed family day care homes each year. A licensed family day care home shall not be 
subject to any conditions on the operation of such home by local officials, other than those imposed by the 
department pursuant to this subsection, if the home complies with all local codes and ordinances applicable to single 
and multifamily dwellings. 
 
      (b) The Commissioner of Public Health, within available appropriations, shall require each initial applicant or 
prospective employee of a family day care home in a position requiring the provision of care to a child to submit to 
state and national criminal history records checks. The criminal history records checks required pursuant to this 



subsection shall be conducted in accordance with section 29-17a. The commissioner shall also request a check of the 
state child abuse registry established pursuant to section 17a-101k. The commissioner shall notify each licensee of 
the provisions of this subsection. 
 
      (c) The Commissioner of Public Health shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, 
to assure that family day care homes, as defined in section 19a-77, shall meet the health, educational and social needs 
of children utilizing such homes. Such regulations shall ensure that the family day care home is treated as a 
residence, and not an institutional facility. Such regulations shall specify that each child be protected as age-
appropriate by adequate immunization against diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, mumps, rubella, 
hemophilus influenzae type B and any other vaccine required by the schedule of active immunization adopted 
pursuant to section 19a-7f. Such regulations shall provide appropriate exemptions for children for whom such 
immunization is medically contraindicated and for children whose parents object to such immunization on religious 
grounds. Such regulations shall also specify conditions under which family day care home providers may administer 
tests to monitor glucose levels in a child with diagnosed diabetes mellitus, and administer medicinal preparations, 
including controlled drugs specified in the regulations by the commissioner, to a child receiving day care services at 
a family day care home pursuant to a written order of a physician licensed to practice medicine in this or another 
state, an advanced practice registered nurse licensed to prescribe in accordance with section 20-94a or a physician 
assistant licensed to prescribe in accordance with section 20-12d, and the written authorization of a parent or 
guardian of such child. Such regulations shall specify appropriate standards for extended care and intermittent short-
term overnight care. The commissioner shall inform each licensee, by way of a plain language summary provided 
not later than sixty days after the regulation's effective date, of any new or changed regulations adopted under this 
subsection with which a licensee must comply. 
 
      (d) Applications for initial licensure under this section submitted prior to October 1, 2008, shall be accompanied 
by a fee of twenty dollars and such licenses shall be issued for a term of two years. Applications for renewal of 
licenses granted under this section submitted prior to October 1, 2008, shall be accompanied by a fee of twenty 
dollars and such licenses shall be renewed for a term of two years. No such license shall be renewed unless the 
licensee certifies that the children enrolled in the family day care home have received age-appropriate immunization 
in accordance with regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. 
 
      (e) Each license issued on or after October 1, 2008, shall be for a term of four years, shall be nontransferable and 
may be renewed upon payment of the licensure fee and a signed statement from the licensee certifying that the 
children enrolled in the family day care home have received age-appropriate immunization in accordance with 
regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. The Commissioner of Public Health shall collect from 
the licensee of a family day care home a fee of forty dollars for each license issued or renewed for a term of four 
years. 
 
      (P.A. 94-181, S. 1, 7; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; 95-360, S. 13, 32; P.A. 96-19, S. 1; 96-180, S. 55, 166; P.A. 97-
14, S. 2; 97-259, S. 36, 41; P.A. 98-250, S. 15, 39; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 98-1, S. 79, 121; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 99-2, S. 
70; P.A. 00-27, S. 11, 12, 24; P.A. 01-175, S. 16, 32; P.A. 03-243, S. 12; P.A. 05-207, S. 10; P.A. 07-129, S. 4.) 
 
      History: P.A. 94-181 transferred responsibility for licensing family day care homes from social services 
department to public health and addiction services department, as a result of which Subsecs. (b) to (d), inclusive, 
were transferred editorially by the Revisors to Sec. 19a-87a in 1995; P.A. 94-181 also added provision in Subsec. (c) 
requiring regulations to ensure family day care homes are treated as residences rather than as institutional facilities, 
effective July 1, 1994; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services 
with Commissioner and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 deleted department's 
authority to purchase services in Subsec. (a) and amended Subsec. (c) to establish increase in fees after 1995, 
effective July 13, 1995; P.A. 96-19 expanded written orders by physicians in Subsec. (b) to include advanced 
practice registered nurses and physician assistants; P.A. 96-180 made a technical change in Subsec. (a), substituting 
reference to Sec. 53a-157b for Sec. 53a-157, effective June 3, 1996; P.A. 97-14 added provision re diabetes 
monitoring in former Subsec. (b); P.A. 97-259 added new Subsec. (b) re criminal records checks and child abuse 
registry checks and redesignated for Subsecs. (b) and (c) as Subsecs. (c) and (d), effective July 1, 1997; P.A. 98-250 
amended Subsec. (c) to require plain language summary of regulations, effective July 1, 1998; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 98
-1 made a technical change in Subsec. (b), effective June 24, 1998; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 99-2 amended Subsec. (b) by 
changing "criminal records check" and "criminal history records checks" to "fingerprint criminal records check" and 
"fingerprint criminal history records checks"; P.A. 00-27 made technical changes in Subsecs. (a) and (d), effective 



May 1, 2000; P.A. 01-175 amended Subsec. (b) by replacing language re fingerprint criminal records checks as a 
permissive request with language re mandatory state and national criminal history records checks pursuant to Sec. 29
-17a, deleted language re fee and made technical changes, effective July 1, 2001; P.A. 03-243 added "for perpetrator 
information" in Subsec. (b); P.A. 05-207 amended Subsec. (b) to delete requirement that commissioner request check 
of state child abuse registry for perpetrator information; P.A. 07-129 amended Subsec. (a) to prohibit commissioner's 
designee from requiring annual inspection and to allow commissioner's designee to make unannounced visits during 
customary business hours, amended Subsec. (d) to limit $20 fee for initial licensure and license renewals to 
applications submitted prior to October 1, 2008, and added Subsec. (e) to extend the license term from 2 to 4 years 
and increase license fee from $20 to $40 for licenses issued on and after October 1, 2008. 
 
      Cited. 237 C. 272. Sec. 19a-87b et seq. cited. Id. 
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      Sec. 19a-87c. (Formerly Sec. 17-586). Family day care home: Penalty for operation without a license. 
Notice and hearing. (a) Any person or officer of an association, organization or corporation who shall establish, 
conduct, maintain or operate a family day care home, as defined in section 19a-77, without a current and valid 
license shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than one hundred dollars a day for each day that such home is 
operated without a license. 
 
      (b) If the Commissioner of Public Health has reason to believe that a violation has occurred for which a civil 
penalty is authorized by subsection (a) of this section, he may send to such person or officer by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, or personally serve upon such person or officer, a notice which shall include: (1) A reference to the 
section or sections of the general statutes or regulations involved; (2) a short and plain statement of the matters 
asserted or charged; (3) a statement of the maximum civil penalty which may be imposed for such violation; and (4) 
a statement of the party's right to request a hearing. Such request shall be submitted in writing to the commissioner 
not later than thirty days after the notice is mailed or served. 
 
      (c) If such person or officer so requests the commissioner shall hold a hearing on the violation asserted. The 
hearing shall be held in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. If such person or officer fails to request a 
hearing or fails to appear at the hearing or if, after the hearing, the commissioner finds that the person or officer has 
committed such violation, the commissioner may, in his discretion, order that a civil penalty be imposed that is not 
greater than the penalty stated in the notice. The commissioner shall send a copy of any order issued pursuant to this 
subsection by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person or officer named in such order. 
 
      (P.A. 82-261, S. 3, 6; P.A. 86-417, S. 7, 15; P.A. 92-52, S. 1; P.A. 93-262, S. 45, 87; P.A. 94-181, S. 2, 7; P.A. 
95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; 95-360, S. 14, 32.) 
 
      History: P.A. 86-417 substituted references to registration for references to licensure; Sec. 17-31r transferred to 
Sec. 17-586 in 1991; P.A. 92-52 amended Subsec. (a) by deleting "fined" and substituting "subject to a civil penalty" 
in lieu thereof and added Subsecs. (b) and (c) re procedure for imposition of penalty; P.A. 93-262 replaced the word 
"registration" with the word "license" and replaced commissioner of human resources with commissioner of social 
services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 94-181 transferred licensure program of family day care homes from the 
department of social services to the department of public health and addiction services effective July 1, 1994; Sec. 17
-586 transferred to Sec. 19a-87c in 1995; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and 
Addiction Services with Commissioner and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 deleted 
reference to violation of specific statutes and regulations and replaced automatic hearing with a hearing if requested, 
effective July 13, 1995. 
 
      Sec. 19a-87b et seq. cited. 237 C. 272. 
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      Sec. 19a-87d. (Formerly Sec. 17-587). Family day care homes: Injunction against illegal operation. The 
Commissioner of Public Health may request the Attorney General to bring an action, in the superior court for the 
judicial district in which such home is located, to enjoin any person, group of persons, association, organization, 
corporation, institution or agency, public or private, from maintaining a family day care home, as defined in section 
19a-77, without a license or in violation of regulations adopted under section 19a-87b, and satisfactory proof of the 
lack of a license or the violation of the regulations without more shall entitle the commissioner to injunctive relief. 
 
      (P.A. 82-261, S. 4, 6; P.A. 86-417, S. 8, 15; P.A. 93-262, S. 46, 87; P.A. 94-181, S. 3, 7; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 
58.) 
 
      History: P.A. 86-417 substituted references to registration for references to licensure; Sec. 17-31s transferred to 
Sec. 17-587 in 1991; P.A. 93-262 replaced commissioner of human resources with commissioner of social services 
and replaced the word "registration" with the word "license", effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 94-181 transferred 
licensure program of family day care homes from the department of social services to the department of public health 
and addiction services, effective July 1, 1994; Sec. 17-587 transferred to Sec. 19a-87d in 1995; P.A. 95-257 replaced 
Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner and Department of 
Public Health, effective July 1, 1995. 
 
      Sec. 19a-87b et seq. cited. 237 C. 272. 
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      Sec. 19a-87e. (Formerly Sec. 17-588). Family day care homes: Discretion in the issuance of licenses. 
Suspension. Revocation. Denial of initial license application. Notification of criminal conviction. False 
statements. Reporting of violations. (a) The Commissioner of Public Health may refuse to license under section 
19a-87b, a person to own, conduct, operate or maintain a family day care home, as defined in section 19a-77, or to 
suspend or revoke the license or take any other action that may be set forth in regulation that may be adopted 
pursuant to section 19a-79 if the person who owns, conducts, maintains or operates the family day care home, or a 
person employed in such family day care home in a position connected with the provision of care to a child receiving 
child day care services, has been convicted, in this state or any other state of a felony, as defined in section 53a-25, 
involving the use, attempted use or threatened use of physical force against another person, or has a criminal record 
in this state or any other state that the commissioner reasonably believes renders the person unsuitable to own, 
conduct, operate or maintain or be employed by a family day care home, or if such persons or a person residing in 
the household has been convicted in this state or any other state of cruelty to persons under section 53-20, injury or 
risk of injury to or impairing morals of children under section 53-21, abandonment of children under the age of six 
years under section 53-23, or any felony where the victim of the felony is a child under eighteen years of age, a 
violation of section 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-70b, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b or 53a-73a, illegal manufacture, 
distribution, sale, prescription, dispensing or administration under section 21a-277 or 21a-278, or illegal possession 
under section 21a-279, or if such person, or a person employed in such family day care home in a position connected 
with the provision of care to a child receiving child day care services, either fails to substantially comply with the 
regulations adopted pursuant to section 19a-87b or conducts, operates or maintains the home in a manner which 
endangers the health, safety and welfare of the children receiving child day care services. Any refusal of a license 
pursuant to this section shall be rendered in accordance with the provisions of sections 46a-79 to 46a-81, inclusive. 
Any person whose license has been revoked pursuant to this section shall be ineligible to apply for a license for a 
period of one year from the effective date of revocation. 
 
      (b) When the commissioner intends to suspend or revoke a license or take any other action against a license set 
forth in regulation adopted pursuant to section 19a-79, the commissioner shall notify the licensee in writing of the 
commissioner's intended action. The licensee may, if aggrieved by such intended action, make application for a 



hearing in writing over the licensee's signature to the commissioner. The licensee shall state in the application in 
plain language the reasons why the licensee claims to be aggrieved. The application shall be delivered to the 
commissioner within thirty days of the licensee's receipt of notification of the intended action. The commissioner 
shall thereupon hold a hearing within sixty days from receipt of such application and shall, at least ten days prior to 
the date of such hearing, mail a notice, giving the time and place of the hearing, to the licensee. The provisions of 
this subsection shall not apply to the denial of an initial application for a license under section 19a-87b, provided the 
commissioner shall notify the applicant of any such denial and the reasons for such denial by mailing written notice 
to the applicant at the applicant's address shown on the license application. 
 
      (c) Any person who is licensed to conduct, operate or maintain a family day care home shall notify the 
commissioner of any conviction of the owner, conductor, operator or maintainer of the family day care home or of 
any person residing in the household or any person employed in such family day care home in a position connected 
with the provision of care to a child receiving child day care services, of a crime which affects the commissioner's 
discretion under subsection (a) of this section, immediately upon obtaining knowledge of such conviction. Failure to 
comply with the notification requirement of this subsection may result in the suspension or revocation of the license 
or the taking of any other action against a license set forth in regulation adopted pursuant to section 19a-79 and shall 
subject the licensee to a civil penalty of not more than one hundred dollars per day for each day after the person 
obtained knowledge of the conviction. 
 
      (d) It shall be a class A misdemeanor for any person seeking employment in a position connected with the 
provision of care to a child receiving family day care home services to make a false written statement regarding prior 
criminal convictions pursuant to a form bearing notice to the effect that such false statements are punishable, which 
statement such person does not believe to be true and is intended to mislead the prospective employer. 
 
      (e) Any person having reasonable cause to believe that a family day care home, as defined in section 19a-77, is 
operating without a current and valid license or in violation of the regulations adopted under section 19a-87b or in a 
manner which may pose a potential danger to the health, welfare and safety of a child receiving child day care 
services, may report such information to any office of the Department of Public Health. The department shall 
investigate any report or complaint received pursuant to this subsection. The name of the person making the report or 
complaint shall not be disclosed unless (1) such person consents to such disclosure, (2) a judicial or administrative 
proceeding results from such report or complaint, or (3) a license action pursuant to subsection (a) of this section 
results from such report or complaint. All records obtained by the department in connection with any such 
investigation shall not be subject to the provisions of section 1-210 for a period of thirty days from the date of the 
petition or other event initiating such investigation, or until such time as the investigation is terminated pursuant to a 
withdrawal or other informal disposition or until a hearing is convened pursuant to chapter 54, whichever is earlier. 
A formal statement of charges issued by the department shall be subject to the provisions of section 1-210 from the 
time that it is served or mailed to the respondent. Records which are otherwise public records shall not be deemed 
confidential merely because they have been obtained in connection with an investigation under this section. 
 
      (P.A. 82-261, S. 5, 6; P.A. 84-290; P.A. 86-417, S. 9, 15; P.A. 87-127; P.A. 89-8, S. 1, 2; 89-206, S. 1; P.A. 93-
262, S. 47, 87; P.A. 94-181, S. 4, 7; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; 95-360, S. 15, 32; P.A. 97-259, S. 37, 41; P.A. 00-27, 
S. 13, 24; 00-135, S. 4, 21.) 
 
      History: P.A. 84-290 amended Subsecs. (a) and (b) by adding the reference to a person residing in the household 
and also amended Subsec. (a) by adding sexual assault, illegal manufacture, distribution, sale, prescription, 
dispensing or administration and illegal possession to the list of crimes and amended Subsec. (b) by deleting the 
word "criminal" and adding "a crime which affects the commissioner's discretion under Subsec. (a)"; P.A. 86-417 
substituted references to registration for references to licensure; P.A. 87-127 amended Subsec. (a) by adding 
language allowing the commissioner to suspend or revoke registration for noncompliance with regulations or for 
operation in a manner which endangers the health, safety and welfare of the children and language on ineligibility for 
one year from the effective date of revocation; P.A. 89-8 deleted provision in Subsec. (a) which had authorized 
commissioner to suspend or revoke registration of family day care home owner or operator and substituted reference 
to Sec. 17-31q for reference to Sec. 17-31a; P.A. 89-206 added a new Subsec. (d) re the reporting of family day care 
homes operating without a current and valid registration, in violation of regulations or in a manner which may pose a 
potential danger to the health, welfare and safety of a child; Sec. 17-31t transferred to Sec. 17-588 in 1991; P.A. 93-
262 replaced commissioner and department of human resources with commissioner and department of social services 
and substituted references to licensure for references to registration, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 94-181 transferred 



licensure program of family day care homes from the department of social services to the department of public health 
and addiction services, effective July 1, 1994; Sec. 17-588 transferred to Sec. 19a-87e in 1995; P.A. 95-257 replaced 
Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner and Department of 
Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 95-360 amended Subsec. (a) and (c) to allow any action set forth in 
regulation, inserted new Subsec. (b) re sending notice and a hearing, relettering the remaining Subsecs., and added 
provisions in Subsec. (d) re disclosure of investigation records, effective July 13, 1995; P.A. 97-259 amended 
Subsec. (a) to cover convictions in other states, to add felonies involving the use, attempted use or threatened use of 
physical force against another person, to add any felony where the victim of the felony is a child under 18 years of 
age and to make technical changes, effective July 1, 1997; P.A. 00-27 made technical changes in Subsec. (c), 
effective May 1, 2000; P.A. 00-135 made technical changes and amended Subsec. (b) by deleting language re license 
applicant and refusing a license and adding provisions re denial of initial license application, effective May 26, 2000. 
 
      Annotations to former section 17-588: 
 
      Subsec. (a): 
 
      Cited. 237 C. 272. 
 
      Subsec. (b): 
 
      Incorrectly cited as Sec. 17-585(b). 42 CA 92. 
 
      Annotations to present section: 
 
      Sec. 19a-87b et seq. cited. 237 C. 272. 
 
      Cited. 42 CA 92. 
 
      Cited. 44 CS 223. 
 


